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Resumo

O presente trabalho traz como assunto a visitagdo de cavernas, motivado pela presente tendéncia de
regulamentacdo destas atividades e enquadramento dos visitantes em classificagdes inadequadas que néo
levam em consideracdo a diversidade de caracteristicas, motivacdes e necessidades dos visitantes. Para tanto
o trabalho se desenvolve através da investigagdo histérica do relacionamento homem x caverna, na
experiéncia pessoal do autor e em pesguisa semi-estruturada com visitantes da atualidade, caracterizando-os
e analisando criticamente as motivagdes encontradas (natureza, aventura e conhecimento) e as praticas
desenvolvidas nestes ambientes.
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Abstract

The present paper is concerned with the question of cave visitation, motivated by the present-day tendency to
regulate these activities, but to classify the visitors inadequately due to a failure to consider the diversity of
characteristics, motives, and needs of these visitors. The paper furnishes a historical view of the relationship
between man and caves, and provides a classification of present-day visitors and their reasons for visiting
such environments (nature, adventure, and knowledge), as well as the activities developed, based on semi-
structured interviews.
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